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“The bike is a VN 800 classic millennium edition. It was bought from new from a Kawasaki dealer in 2000 
who had to have it shipped in as there was only one other in the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            2000      2007 

The paintwork came about through a conversation with Colin 

from the New Forest and is based on an old fable ‘the widow of 

the web’. Basically the story goes she is trapped in the web until 

someone frees her. The widow herself can be found under the 

back light and is painted in a special paint that glows when light 

falls on it. The actual paintwork was done by Colin freehand 

after he had researched the story on the net, and decided what 

knights would be dressed like. The paintwork took three weeks to do and cost under £1000. The bike has 

won three trophies at our rallies since it has been done. The first two was at our 1st National Rally at 

Bordon. It was its first outing in its new livery as I only finished building it at 1.00 O’clock in the 

morning (by torchlight) on the day of the rally. It also won again this year at the AGM in Anglia.” 

 

 



2    

Membership News 

It’s been a busy few months for the VRA 

as a whole.  Sun has shone and the bikes 

have been polished.  We, in the South, 

seem to be missing out on some great rides 

and rallies.  3B’s at Borden is one of the 

South’s finest and calmest rallies but only a 

few of us attended.  The Summer Solstice 

saw Marlborough alive with VRA from 

across the country and a spattering from 

Europe even.  

 The Royal Cotswolds had a ride out to 

Beaulieu for the show at Lord Monty’s 

manor, a perfect opportunity to ride with 

another region missed by most of us. 

All in all for an area with 51 named 

members we aren’t doing a lot as a region.  

Each month, our regional sec, (Druid) 

arranges a meet at the Bell Inn, Weyhill, Nr 

Andover, to discuss forthcoming events 

and the region as a whole.  For those of you 

that haven’t been yet it’s a cracking little 

pub with great food and a beer garden.  

They even have something for the kids so 

if you can’t make it on the bike, bring the 

family in the car.   

Through this newsletter we are going to try 

to keep you informed of what is going on 

in the region and elsewhere in the VRA 

UK.  With SEVRA and the South West 

regions either side of us it should be easy to 

rideout and make new friends this season.  

Here’s hoping we can start to get this area 

moving again for the rest of 2008. 

 

 

 

What’s on in the South 

Weekly meets... 

The Bold Forrester’s, Marchwood  

Every Thursday a small group of Bikers are 

meeting at The Bold Forrester pub, 

Marchwood.  It’s a small meet but an ideal 

way for local Southern members to meet 

other clubs and riders.  Smugglers BC 

(there’s a few in the VRA) have a couple of 

their members there each Thursday.  Come 

along and be made to feel welcome by one 

and all.  Loads of room to park and kiddies 

play area if you bring the drains on 

resources….   

Poole Bike Night, Every Tuesday 
night 

These chaps were raising money for charity 

at Poole Bike Night. 

Poole Bike Night takes place every 

Tuesday night throughout the summer. 

Over a 1,000 bikers come to meet friends, 

compare bikes and have the opportunity of 

winning the popular Bike of the Night 

competition. This crowd pulling event is 

supported by locals and visitors alike 

whether arriving by bike or not. Also 

known as “Condor Ferries Dream 

Machines”, it is a self funding event and 

after all costs for organisational and 

promotional costs have been made, 

surpluses are then donated to good causes. 

Loomis mid Week Run 

At the junction of A272 and A32 at West 

Meon.  Loomis Café, open till 9pm, always 

a good meet for a bacon sarnie and a cuppa. 
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Southampton MAG meet 

At the Cricketer’s Pub, Eastleigh.  A well 

attended meet with Jez C (VRA member) 

organising ride outs and weekly goings on.   

There are meets every Thursday.   Jez can 

be contacted through the members list.  

These MAG meets have been a popular 

biker event in the south for a few years 

now and attract riders from all over the 

region. 

VRA What’s on 

August is turning into a very busy month 

for the VRA.  There are a lot of events and 

activities that should interest everybody.   

Firstly, congratulations to SEVRA and 

TIVRA for raising 1000 quid for Demelza 

House.  The kiddies were enthralled with 

the bikes and their riders and a good day 

was had by all with a bun fight back at 

Lord Sav’s house.  Well done everyone. 

 

Tiny and BBT’s wedding…. 

August 22nd for 2 days. 

Tiny and BBT are getting hitched…. 

1.30pm at Eastbourne Registry Office.  

After the ceremony they are inviting 

everyone back to Chiddingly Village Hall 

for a 2 day bash with Free camping, free 

breakfast, curry and chilli Friday night, 

Hog Roast Saturday, band and music all 

laid on.  Beer 2quid a pint and shots 1quid. 

Sounds like an event not to be missed.  

Sign up on the what’s on page of the 

VRAUK website. 

 

 

 

V Twin Rally 

(Moto Guzzi Owners GB) 

Fordingbridge Cricket Ground 

Hants 

August 22nd  

A great rally, always well attended by the 

VRA and we have been nominated as 

Friends of Moto Guzzi GB for our support 

of this rally over the years. 

Biker Del is organising one of his great 

ride outs for the Saturday, details below. 

Again, full details are on the What’s On of 

the National website with booking 

information. 

Ogri Rally Kemble Airfield Glos. 

August 22nd  

This event sells out each year and a good 

contingent of VRA are there to make it a 

great time for all.  If you have tickets then 

have a great weekend.  Royal Cotswolds 

always make this rally…. 

South West Motorcycle Show 

August 22nd  

Held at the Westpoint centre in Exeter, 

there is something for everyone at this 

show… Customs, Classics, trade stands, 

fun fair and exciting spectacles for all to 

enjoy.  Full details are on the what’s on 

pages and you can contact Jester (SW 

regional rep,) to get more info, through the 

club contacts page. 

 

There are other events going on in other 

regions, look to the what’s on for more 

details. 
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VTwin Rally Ride out 
By Biker Del 
 
“The Purbeck Ride Out that was cancelled 
in July due to poor weather is now planned 
for Saturday 23rd August, departing from 
the V Twin Rally in Fordingbridge at 
around 11.00 am. 
We shall be riding down to the Purbecks 
via the Sandbanks Ferry for lunch at 
Durlston Head. After which Bushy will 
give us a tour of the Purbecks, arriving 
back at camp around tea time. 
Hope you can make it.” 
(Sounds bloody awesome – Ed.) 
 
Party On the Marshes (POM) 
Mini AGM VRAUK 5 Sept  
for 3 days 
 
In order to move the AGM each year to the 
end of the season, in keeping with changes 
to the structure of the VRA UK, TIVRA 
are organising another POM…. Loads 
going on and a chance to see the recently 
purchased marquees.  As big as a football 
pitch, it is said….. 
Always a good laugh and party in TIVRA 
land. 
 
Agenda. 
1. Minutes and action points from May 

2008.  

2. Officers' Update.  

3. Club Accounts as of AGM May 2008, 

only specific questions will be answered, if 

sent to Lisa (Moose) by 29/08/08  

4. International Info/Update   

5. Future Events  

6. Elections - Call for nominations to 

elect President. Send your nomination 

with the name of your seconder to Lisa 

(Moose) by the 29/08/08. Chief has put his 

name forward as one of the candidates.  

7. International Rally 2009. Presentation 

by Snowy with Q & A session.  

 

8. Obtaining a permanent site for VRA 

events.  

9. Kim Ravenscroft Award  

10. AOB for matters arising from Mini 

AGM. 

All members should make the effort to be 

at this meeting, it’s your club so have a say 

in how its run. 

 

 

News and Views 

New to the monthly newsletter is a 

feature that YOU are going to write.  

If anyone in the Southern region has 

something to say, whatever it may 

be then please email or send it to us 

that we may include it in the letter.  

It may be an opinion, news, 

rally/run report, something for sale, 

anything.  You never know what it 

might turn up! 

 

See you next month   

 

 

 


